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A weiner roast was just part of the fun at St. Mary’s, Regina,
parish retreat at Dallas Valley Ranch Camp. The event strengthened
connections and developed a sense of community in the

parish family.
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St. Mary’s
parish retreat
built community

By Kate Berringer

REGINA — As Christians, we are
called into ministry and mission
in a variety of contexts. Often the
process of discerning how and to
whom we are to minister and be
“missionaries” to comes about as
a result of prayer and worship, but
also our relationships with those
in our congregation and in the
wider community.

In 2006, we at St. Mary’s
came to realize we would benefit
from an opportunity to build
community among our parish
members in a retreat setting. In
September of 2007 and 2009, we
had our first two parish retreats of
this kind and did so again in 2011.

This retreat day began for our
129 participants on Sept. 18 at 10
a.m. with a “coming together” at
our worship service, in the Ranch
House at Dallas Valley Ranch
Camp, with Bishop Greg Kerr-
Wilson presiding.

Worship included a comfy
corner with activities for children.
The service was followed by a
lunch program which included
an invitation for participants to
sit according to a biblical seating
plan, and get to know those at
their table and nearby with an ice
breaking activity.

After lunch, participants
dispersed around the camp for
the afternoon. Activies included
hayrides, horseback riding, wall
climbing and canoeing.

Families were able to take part
in our “Ranch” themed Funville
activities, including a cow patty
toss, feed trough relay, cow
balloon corralling, horse roping,
rubber snake into cowboy boot
toss, cowboy boot race and a
water gun shootout! Horseshoes,
beach volleyball, bocce ball and
basketball were also available.

Some chose to spend the
afternoon walking the trails
through the camp property and
others enjoyed the view of the
valley from the Ranch House
while drinking afternoon tea.

The bishop also offered an
evangelism talk/workshop mid-
afternoon. For the whole of the
afternoon, we were intentional
about providing activities for all
ages and capabilities.

At 5 p.m., we had an end-
of-day “coming together” in
the valley, as participants made
their way down to the campfire
area and enjoyed a wiener roast,
followed by an evening program
of prayer, skits and singing.

When the evening program
concluded at 7 p.m., we packed
up and left the valley, heading
back to Regina just as the sun was
going down. This rounded out a
seemingly perfect Sabbath day of
worship and rest, in a variety of
manifestations.

We have found since our
previous two retreats, and likely
we’ll find as a result of this one,
that our parish family members
were newly energized and
challenged to look at their role in
ministry and mission, primarily
as a result of making or renewing
connections with one another.

We believe this strengthening
of connections has and will
continue to enable us to better
minister to one another and fulfil
our mission to the city of Regina.

The retreats have also fostered
our sense of being a community
of God’s people and have enabled
us to glorify the Lord in a way
that is different from our regular
Sunday worship, bringing all
ages together in a worshipful and
restful setting for the day, free
from the usual distractions.

Is “how” more
important than “why”?

By Klaus Gruber

Editor’s note: The following
viewpoint was written by Klaus
Gruber, refugee co-ordinator

Jfor the Diocese of Saskatoon

and sessional lecturer with the
University of Regina's Faculty of
Social Work, with assistance from
Students in his critical thinking
course, which also appeared in
the Saskatoon StarPhoenix. Klaus
was awarded the Anglican Order
of Merit by Most Rev. Fred Hiltz,
Primate of Canada, in 2009. The
bill mentioned (Bill C-49) is being
re-introduced as Bill C-4, in the
new session of Parliament.

SASKATOON - In 1944,
Swedish citizen Raoul Wallenberg
went to Hungary, whose govern-
ment, under the direction of Nazi
forces, was frantically shipping
Jews to death camps before the
war’s end. At great risk to him-
self, Wallenberg began to issue
illegal documents to Jews that
identified them as Swedes await-
ing repatriation.

He also housed and transport-
ed many of them, saving tens of
thousands and earning him several
Nobel Peace Prize nominations.
His heroism eventually cost him
his life. Wallenberg subsequently
was granted honorary Canadian
citizenship. A park is named in his
honour in Saskatoon.

In Tehran, in 1979, Canadian
ambassador Ken Taylor housed
and protected six American
embassy staff who had escaped
the hostage-taking at the U.S.
embassy. Some months later, he
smuggled them out of Iran by
providing false documents (illegal
Canadian passports).

He was hailed a hero
throughout the world.

An enduring story of our
Canadian heritage is the Un-
derground Railway, a “people
smuggling” operation on a grand
scale. In the mid-1880s, many
Canadians were among those who
put their lives at risk to help more
than 100,000 escaped slaves in
the U.S. achieve freedom.

All were “people smugglers”.
People smuggling can be an act
of great compassion and heroism,
but many of these smugglers are
not heroes. They simply want to

exploit those who are vulnerable
due to their circumstances and the
state of the world. We must work
to stop this

exploitation.

Human beings,
trying to escape
the horrors of war,
terrorism, arrest, tor-
ture, rape, beatings
and other atrocities,
are desperate. In the
absence of heroes,
they will take help
wherever they can
get it, be it from
organized criminals
or entrepreneurs try-
ing to make money from
others’
suffering.

The fact people are so desper-
ate they will pay huge sums to put
their lives at risk highlights that
we must do more, not less, to help
protect refugees.

While the Conservative
federal government’s Bill C-49,
currently in second reading,
purports to address human
smuggling, it is mostly an assault
on the victims of this exploitation.

The troubling elements of
this bill include mandatory deten-
tion of men, women and children
for a minimum of one year if
they come
to Canada in

Klaus Gruber

In the absence of heroes, [desperate

refugees.
I regularly get sponsorship
requests from refugees overseas
who are stranded in
untenable situations.

I wish there was a

queue where I could

send them.

Our immigra-
tion system invites
those who want to
come to Canada to
get in line over-
seas until they are
approved by one
of many immigra-
tion programs. We
determine eligibil-

ity based on what our
economy, workforce and
communities require. The refugee
program, however, is not self-
serving.

It’s a humanitarian program
that exists solely to protect the
world’s most vulnerable people.

There are three legitimate
ways to gain refugee status. One
is government sponsorship, based
on referrals from the United Na-
tions High Commission for Refu-
gees. The second is for Canadians
to privately sponsor refugees. The
third is for claimants to get here
and apply for refugee status.

Despite the government’s
suggestion
this third

an “irregular

refugees] will take help wherever

way isn’t a

manner”. they can get it, be it from organized ~ valid way to

There is no criminals or entrepreneurs trying to  gain refugee

appeal. make money from others’ suffering.  status, it is
The perfectly

term “irregu-

lar” isn’t defined, but will likely
include all arrivals by boat and
those who include more than a
few refugee claimants.

In addition, the bill calls for a
five-year suspension of such per-
sons’ right to receive permanent
residence status, presumably even
if they succeed at a refugee hear-
ing. This severely limits them in
many ways, but most significantly
denies them the right to family re-
unification for many years. They
also face severe travel restrictions
other refugees don’t face.

The government insists these
people deserve punishment be-
cause they are “queue jumpers”.
They would indeed be jumping
the queue if they were immi-
grants, but there’s no queue for

legal under
international laws. The UNHCR
repeatedly has made it clear it is
perfectly legal for persons to seek
protection in any country, even if
the arrival is “irregular”.

There is no question that
Canada’s government is anxious
about non-refugees arriving under
the guise of refugee claimants.
That is why we have a refugee
determination system. However,
criminalizing the search for asy-
Ium should not be the answer.

Surely, we can work with
other countries to reduce the
exploitation of vulnerable people
without violating refugee claim-
ants’ rights or setting up two
classes of refugees.

Christ Church

celebrates 120 years

WAPELLA (Qu’A) — Christ
Anglican Church - a heritage site
- celebrated 120 years on Aug. 15,
with over 60 people attending the
ceremony.

Rev. Betty Garrett (far right)
gave a blessing while unveiling
the new sign, which was made
and donated by Sid Taylor (in
white shirt), along with his wife.
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Foley honoured

(Continued from page 1)

Rob Hardwick read a letter from
retired Dean James Merrett. In
it, he outlined some of Diane’s
characteristics, according to the
letters of her name.

D is for devoted to her work
and her faith; I is for interested
in everyone she deals with; A is
for always available when people
need her; N is for nonsense, both
no-nonsense about work and
plenty of nonsense and fun and
laughter; E is for exceptional.

Hardwick described Diane’s
career with the diocese as “a
labour of love,” and spoke of her
work ethic, prayerfulness and
calmness in hectic situations. He
described one recent incident
when Diane was explaining the
diocesan payroll system.

After printing out info for each
parish, she said, “Now this is
the most important part — before
you fold the paper and put it in
the envelope, you pray for the
recipient and the parish.” This
sums up how Diane approaches
her work, as ministry and not
merely a job.

Ernie Downs, former chair of
the Diocesan Finance Committee,
said Diane had been a tower of
strength, a guide and mentor to
many parish treasurers, and said
the diocese was very fortunate.
Ernie also brought greetings from
current chair Bryan Sigurdson.

Rev. Winna Martin and Eileen
Barrie have worked with Diane
at St. Cuthbert’s House, and
described her as very spiritual and
caring. Winna told how Diane,
who is not Anglican, contributed
to worship in the office. They
gave a small present to Diane,
who correctly guessed, “Is this
my very own BAS?”

Former Bishop Duncan
Wallace sent a letter, thanking
Diane for her graciousness and
efficiency. Former Director of
Administration, Doug Osborne,
who originally hired Diane,
presented a purse of money.

Bishop Greg Kerr-Wilson
thanked Diane for her service to
the diocese and said she did her
work “with a servant’s heart.” He
presented her with a plaque of the
diocesan crest.

Qu’Appelle News

and Notes

Men’s Cursillo: Nov. 17-20
Women’s Cursillo: Nov. 24-27

Dallas Valley Ranch Camp,
about 20 minutes north of Regina.
Cost $160 per person. Contact
Gwenda Watson at gwenda@
sasktel.net or (306) 332-2874.

Ecumenical Advent Quiet
Day for Women in Ministry
Friday, Dec. 2, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
St. Michael’s Retreat Centre.

For info, contact Rev. Dr. Trish
McCarthy at (306) 584-1776

or tmccarthy@sasktel.net. To
register contact the Retreat Centre
at (306) 731-3316 or office@
stmichaelsretreat.ca.

Workshop for Intercessors
Are you an intercessor or read
the Prayers of the People? A
workshop is being held Saturday,
Nov. 19 at St. Paul’s Cathedral
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Contact Deacon Michael
Jackson at dmichaeljackson@
sasktel.net or phone Elvira at St.
Paul’s at 522-6439 if interested.

One-day Synod, Saturday,
Nov. 5 at SIAST from 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Will discuss changes to
benefits, stipends and HR policy.

Cathedral Choir Reunion

In 1991, St. Paul’s Cathedral Choir and Friends made a choir
tour to England, replacing the choirs at Lichfield and Chichester
Cathedrals for a week at each cathedral. The group held a reunion
this summer. Special guests from Lichfield, Paul and Beryl Graetz,
are pictured top row far left and second row third from left. The
1991 choir director and tour organizer, Robin Swales (conducting
as ever), is pictured second frow far right.

Photo — Jesse Crawford

Stronger Together 2011: Listening to the
in the church

voices of young people

By Emily Carr,
Diocesan youth co-ordinator

SASKATOON - Young people
are a prophetic voice our church
needs desperately to hear and
respond to. Are we willing to pay
attention?

Stronger Together 2011 was
a consultation on regional and
national youth ministries attended
by those who are involved in
regional youth ministry work at
the diocesan, synod and national
levels. The aim of these ministries
is to better facilitate and enable
youth ministry at the local level.

Leaders from both the
Anglican Church of Canada and
the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Canada gathered for this three-
day consultation.

From Sept. 13-16, a group
of 24 Anglican and Lutheran
diocesan, synod and national
youth ministry leaders from
across Canada gathered at Camp
Columbia on Thetis Island,
British Columbia. We were also
joined for some of our time by
Right Rev. James Cowan, bishop
of British Columbia and Right
Rev. Probal Kanto Dutta, bishop
of the Diocese of Durgapur in the
Church of North India.

As Lutheran and Anglican
leaders passionate about the
integral ministry of young people
within the church, we gathered
for a time of spiritual renewal, to
strengthen our relationships with
one another, to equip ourselves
for our specialized regional

ministries, and to continue to
vision and dream the future
of youth ministry across the
expansive geography of our land.
We came away from our time
together energized, encouraged
and ever more passionate about
the ministry amongst youth to
which we

experiment with new ways of
sharing and living the gospel with
the young people in our midst.
Together we shared numerous
stories of ways in which youth
ministry takes place in deep and
meaningful ways without any
form of youth group. We must
explore a vast

have been We are not party planners or  array of new
called by Friday night babysitters. When  ideas and
God. Youth we get older we don't opportunities
ministry 18 “« .. » to minister

. graduate to “real ministry”.
our vocation. ) to youth.
We are God has called us to equip the vy Group
not party saints for ministry is not the
planners or amongst young people and we  only model
Friday night are responding to that call. ~ °fyouth
babysitters. ministry.
When we get We must
older we don’t graduate to “real rediscover what it means to
ministry”. minister in our whole parish.

God has called us to equip the
saints for ministry amongst young
people and we are responding to
that call.

Ours is a God who calls us
into mission for others, and
ours is a church marked by
mission. Together, Anglicans
and Lutherans alike, we must
intentionally invite young people
to participate fully in God’s
mission alongside us.

To do so will require no small
amount of humility, partnership,
resolve and vision.

We acknowledge that ours
is a world in a time of great
flux and rapid change. We need
not fear. In such a time it is
imperative that our ministry
amongst young people not waver
in its commitment, even as we

Our ministries must not simply
serve the people who enter our
buildings, but ripple out into the
neighbourhoods and communities
within our parish boundaries and
beyond.

If we fail to do so, we are
falling short of God’s call.

As a church we must free
ourselves of the worry of self-
preservation and free our churches
of the fear of closure. It is not our
job to preserve the institution for
its own sake, or for the sake of
young people who we hope will
come after us.

What we must do first and
foremost in this time of rapid
change is grow into God’s call to
love and serve the people God has
put in our path.

We have come to understand,

and need the entire church to
know that our common ministry
amongst youth must be fully
integrated into the life of the
church. This is not simply the
ministry of the specialized few,
but of the whole people of God. It
is our ministry as the Baptized to

the commitment of long-term
sustainable funding to help
support our ministry.

Throughout our time at
Stronger Together 2011, we
believed we had lived and worked
together in the spirit of Full
Communion. In the presence of

all people. Jesus, we have
As we We must rediscover what it laughed and
took time means to minister in our whole  cried, inspired
together to parish. Our ministeries must ~ 2nd been
look back not simply serve the peole inspired, shared
over the last DLy ) .p P frustrations,
three years who enter our buildings, but fears, joys and
in youth ripple out into the neighbour-  excitements.
ministry, we  hoods and communities within We have
were e;l‘C‘ted our parish boundaries and bmk‘;n bread
to see how beyond. If we fail to do so, we together
much we ) ; and listened
have been are falling short of God s call. deeply to the
able to similarities
accomplish and differences

with such limited financial
resources.

Events such as the first joint
National Youth Gathering (2010);
National Youth Ministry Forums
(2008 and 2011); local initiatives;
diocesan and synod events; vision
and action around new staff hires;
Justice Camps; Ask & Imagine;
and work of the Youth Initiatives
Task Force and Working Group,
among many others.

We have found new ways
to minister as Anglicans and
Lutherans within our individual
denominational contexts, and we
have found new ways to minister
together. We have become
stronger together.

We wonder what our
ministry might look like with

amongst our churches.

What we have found through
working together is we have
SO many experiences, visions,
ideas and concerns we all hold in
common.

Indeed, Bishop Probal
commented as he listened to our
discussions and stories that he
could easily be in a meeting in his
own Province of Northern India
as the concerns, experiences and
visions are so very similar.

We are convicted and
convinced that the spirit of
our communion binds our two
churches, and binds us in the
shared responsibility to respond to
God’s urgent call amongst young
people now.
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The Cursillo
Experience

By Gwenda Watson
Lay director, Diocese Cursillo
Secretariat

REGINA — Cursillo is a way to
enrich your Christian life.
Cursillo, pronounced “kur-
see-oh”, means a short course in
Christianity, and is among the
many renewal ministries within
the Anglican Church. It starts with
a three-day weekend experience
which is a personal, lively and
informative event inviting you to:

e deepen your Christian
faith

«  experience the love of God
in a caring and prayerful
setting

e examine what it means
to be a Christian in our
everyday world today.

The Weekend Experience

The weekend runs from
Thursday evening to late Sunday
afternoon. It revolves around a
series of talks given by a team
of lay people and clergy. The
talks are followed by small group
discussions.

It provides an opportunity
through shared prayer, worship,
contemporary hymns, study,
fellowship and discussion to
experience the reality of the gift
of God’s grace.

A Cursillo weekend invites
you to examine what it means to
be a Christian in today’s world
All aspects of life are considered:
our churches, our workplaces, our
communities and even ourselves
and our families.

People return from the
weekend with a renewed
commitment to work for Christ.
To maintain this commitment,
people are encouraged to join the
ongoing support activities of the
community of people who have
also experienced the weekend.

Beyond the Weekend

Cursillo is an active

community that provides regular
opportunities for support,
fellowship and spiritual growth.
One of these is a monthly
gathering held Saturdays across
the diocese.

What has Cursillo
meant to me?

I made my Cursillo weekend
at Entheos just outside of Calgary
during Mother’s Day weekend in
1999. The theme of the weekend
was from Philippians 4:13: “I can
do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”

Little did I know that less
than six weeks after making my
Cursillo I would be without a
job, moving for the third time
in three years and eventually
returning to my home province of
Saskatchewan.

One of the main things
I learned from my Cursillo
weekend was that many times
we have missed opportunities
because of fear of what might
happen if we try. But when I trust
that God is with me and step
out in faith, I overcome fear and
realize my full potential.

Cursillo Dates in the
Diocese of Qu’Appelle

*  Men’s Weekend: Nov. 17-20

*  Women’s Weekend:
Nov. 24-27

*  Note: With married couples,
both persons are urged to
attend.

Place: Dallas Valley Ranch, about
20 minutes north of Regina.
Cost: The weekend cost will
be $160 per person. However,
finances should not dictate
whether or not you attend a
weekend.

Check out our website at

www.quappellecursillo.org. I
would be happy to talk to you
about attending Cursillo. I would
encourage you to contact me via
e-mail at gwenda@sasktel.net or

(306) 332-2874.

Book captures images of
New Brunswick churches

The New Brunswick Anglican

FREDERICTON (NEW BRUNS-
WICK) — Anglican churches in
the Diocese of Fredericton have
been captured in a book of pho-
tographs, thanks to the labour of
love its diocesan archivist, Frank
Morehouse.

It took Morehouse nine years
to photograph, with a point-and-
shoot digital camera, 180 church
buildings (a few now closed) and
35 long-gone churches (some now

converted into privated homes).

The camera conked out just as
he finished taking his last photo
— Camp Medley Chapel in Upper
Gagetown, N.B. — last May.

“It was just done-for,” More-
house recalled, “so I bought
myself a new SLR (single lense
reflex camera).”

Photographs of Anglican
churches in the diocese, which
Morehouse compiled for the Di-
ocesan Archives Committee, also
includes pictures of “interesting
ecclesiastical furniture.”

Books and dialogue
at the Saskatoon
Theological Union
Libraries

A Message From
the College of
Emmanuel and
St. Chad

(Editor's note: This is the most
recent in a series of contributions
to the Saskatchewan Anglican
from the College of Emmanuel
and St. Chad. These articles cover
a broad range of theological and
general interest issues as well as
College news.)

By Sarah Benson
Head Librarian at the
Saskatoon Theological Union

SASKATOON — We live in awk-
ward times. It has become accept-
able to treat science and religion
as de facto foes.

Public discourse involving
spiritual matters has
degenerated into mutual name
calling, with the “science” side
holding that atheism is the only
intelligent position to hold, and
the “religion” side denouncing
science as somehow against God.

It seems to have become
intolerable to think a person can
be rational and a believer at the
same time. It’s all rather sad and
foolish, and for me quite dis-
heartening, but these themes have
become increasingly common in
the past decade or so.

Enter the International Society
for Science and Religion (ISSR).
In 2002, the ISSR was founded
with the aim of facilitation of
dialogue between the two
academic disciplines of science
and religion.

This dialogue is one of the
most important current areas of
debate in terms of understand-
ing the nature of humanity. This
includes both the enhancement of
the profile of the science-religion
interface in the public eye, as well
as the safeguarding of the quality
and rigour of the debate in the
more formal, academic arena.

That mission statement is from
their web site at www.issr.org.uk,

which I encourage you to visit.
They are based, you perhaps
won’t be surprised to learn, at the
University of

when I received a letter in the

summer from the Society, telling

us we were one of the libraries
chosen to

Cambridge. 1t'’s one thing for our receive this
Their first community to know the work collection! I
president our little college system is doing was, well,
was Sir John is important and worth supporting;  quite gob-
Polkinghorne, it’s another to have the likes of smacked.
a mathemati- Cambridge recognize it. Academic
cal physicist texts are
and Anglican We know that our students and terrifically
priest. Their faculty will find this an extremely expensive,
hope is to useful collection... . and had we
help establish wished to

some reason-
ableness into the study of religion
and science, both in the academy
and in public discourse.

To that end, as one of their
many projects, they set up a grant
to donate a collection of books to
a number of libraries worldwide.
It’s a collection of 250 volumes,
forming a foundational library for
the study of religion and science.

They’re even re-binding and
shipping the books, all for free. It
is being granted to 150 libraries

purchase this
set, it would have cost more than
the entire annual book budget of
St
Andrew’s
College library, where we will
house the award. We are very
grateful indeed.

It’s one thing for our
community to know the work our
little college system is doing is
important and worth supporting;
it’s another to have the likes of
Cambridge recognize it.

around the We know
world. It seems to have become that our

In the intolerable to think a person can students and
spring of this be rational and a believer at the faculty will
year, | same time. It’s all rather sad find this an
applied on and foolish, and for me quite dis- extremely
behalf of the heartening, but these themes useful
the have become increasingly common  ¢gllection
Saskatoon in the past decade or so. and intend to
Theological host at least
Union (STU) one seminar

Library system for the ISSR
Library Project award.

The Saskatoon Theological
Union consortium includes the
College of Emmanuel & St Chad
(Anglican), St Andrew’s College
(United Church), Lutheran
Theological Seminary, and
Horizon College & Seminary
(Pentecostal).

Let me be honest with you here
and admit I didn’t think we had
the least chance of
getting it.

The award is, frankly, very big,
and we are very small. They are
Cambridge, and we are
obscure, unpronounceable,
Western Canada.

You can imagine my delight

focusing on the themes the texts
address.

By the time this article is
published, I expect the books will
have arrived and been set up in
their own special section and we
definitely would have had a party.

Let me remind you the STU
Libraries offer library cards for
free to anyone. So if you’re
interested in our new collection,
or in the works of John
Polkinghorne, or anything else,
you’re always welcome! Phone,
e-mail or visit in person.

Our web address is reindex.
net/STU and the Emmanuel & St
Chad’s library phone number is
(306) 975-1554.

Veteran broadcaster Newman joins
Ottawa’s stewardship campaign

Crosstalk (Diocese of Ottawa)

OTTAWA — Don Newman, former
senior parliamentary editor for
CBC News and host of CBC
Newsworld’s Politics, has accept-

ed the invitation to be honorary
chair of the Diocese of Ottawa’s
stewardship campaign, Growing
in Faith Together (GIFT).

A well-respected jouranlist
and life-long Anglican, Newman
retired in 2009 after a 40-year

career in broadcast journalism.

“Don is sharing his time and
talent generously as a public
speaker for our campaign,” said
GIFT chair Monica Patten. The
campaign aims to raise a minium
of $12 million.



